The Center for Strategic Decision Research

THE NATO WORKSHOP

The Center for Strategic Decision Research (CSDR) is a small research institute located near Stanford University in Menlo Park, California. For the past seventeen years, CSDR has organized and sponsored an annual forum in varying major European cities that brings together political, military, industry and academic leaders from NATO and Partnership for Peace countries to discuss security challenges facing the North Atlantic Alliance. These forums, the International NATO Workshops on Political-Military Decision Making were founded by CSDR’s director, Dr. Roger Weissinger-Baylon. From its inception as an academic project he developed with graduate students seventeen years ago, the NATO Workshop Series has grown to become one of the most important security conferences in Europe each year. Each forum offers a unique opportunity for the approximately 200 participants to exchange ideas during three days of working sessions in a not-for-attribution setting. The participants include heads of state, prime ministers, foreign ministers, defense ministers, NATO ambassadors NATO military representatives, CEO’s of major industrial companies and renowned academics. 

The Workshops are structured to allow as much informal meeting time, one-on-one dialogue and social interaction as possible. This time is valuable in allowing participants to forge personal relationships with one another that may help to foster official dialogue at a later date. The Workshops also present a rare occasion for leaders from the private industrial sector to engage in open and honest debate with government officials. As transatlantic security becomes more integrated and cooperative, and as a distinct European security identity is pursued—all in a climate of reduced defense and international aid budgets—the Workshops create the opportunity for dialogue that is necessary to promote efficient and cost-effective allocation of resources. CSDR is the main financial sponsor for the NATO Workshop Series and also relies on support from the United States government, European governments and private industry. 

ASIAN WORKSHOP

CSDR is currently in the process of developing a forum concerning Asian security, technology and communications. With the expertise it has in staging high-level international security forums, CSDR hopes to fulfill a need among Asian nations to interface on issues concerning cooperative security and the role that technology will play in the 21st century. CSDR plans to present its first Asian Workshop in late 2000.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION

CSDR is interested in hosting mini-symposia and presentations on areas of conflict and issues affecting peace in the realm of international relations. These discussions can be considered exercises in facilitating and promoting dialogue and awareness among groups at odds. Areas of geographical interest range from the Balkans and Mediterranean Region to East Africa and Southeast Asia. We are currently working to host a panel discussion on the Eritrean-Ethiopian border conflict. 

PUBLICATIONS

In support of the annual NATO Workshop, CSDR currently publishes:

· An annual NATO Workshop Proceedings
· An annual NATO Workshop Handbook
· An annual Timeline of Events in Central and Eastern Europe
Who We Are
Dr. Roger Weissinger-Baylon, Founder and Director. 

Roger has been a professor at the University of British Columbia and the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. He received his B.S. and Master’s Degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his Ph.D. from Stanford University. Dr. Weissinger-Baylon has been a visiting scholar at Stanford in the Departments of Sociology and Political Science. He speaks French and has a working knowledge of Italian.

Anne D. Baylon, European Specialist and Associate Director. 

Anne received her law degree (Licence) from the University of Paris Law School and her Master’s Degree in sociology and education from Stanford University. She has published a monthly Timeline of Events in Central and Eastern Europe since 1989. She is a native French speaker and has a working knowledge of Italian.  

Mary Lin-Hua Wu, Director of Project Development and Legal Counsel. 

Mary received her B.A. in international relations, with a focus on economic development and Central Europe, from Stanford University and her J.D. from Stanford Law School, where she was an editor of the Stanford Law Review. She is a member of the California State Bar and speaks German, Mandarin and has a working knowledge of Spanish.

Whitney Hischier Consultant. 

Whitney has served as a consultant to CSDR since 1997. She received her B.A. from Stanford University in international relations, where she was a research assistant at the Center for Security and Arms Control, and is currently attending Haas Business School at the University of California at Berkeley. She expects to receive her M.B.A. in June of 2001. Whitney has a working knowledge of Spanish.
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