DRAFT as of 1/19/00

Mary L. Wu, Center for Strategic Decision Research

Eritrea-Ethiopia Panel Discussion on the Current Border Conflict

Mission: To stage an exercise in which panel participants discuss the current border conflict, beginning with issues contributing to the conflict and emphasizing possible roads to peace, common goals of Eritrea and Ethiopia and mutual economic development.  To promote dialogue and foster better relations between the two countries and residents in the local community. To gain experience in bringing people together for fruitful discussion on difficult issues.

Date: Saturday, February 26, 2000

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Place:  Stanford University Law School, Room 290

AGENDA

10:00-10:15 A.M.
Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Center for Strategic Decision Research

10:15-10:30 A.M.
Introduction of panelists 

Moderators: Professor Ed Keller, UCLA; Professor Don Rothchild, UC Davis



10:30-11:15 A.M.
Interpretations of the Past 
Each panelist presents his/her view of the major event(s) that contributed to the outbreak of the current conflict and the largest obstacle to peace. After every panelist has spoken, each panelist will then have the opportunity to voice his most important disagreement with what he just heard from the other panelists.

11:15 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Obstacles to Peace and Common Interests

Prior to this discussion, panelists will be asked to outline their answers to all of the following questions:

-What are the Eritrean government’s interests with regards to this conflict?

-What are the Ethiopian government’s interests with regards to this conflict?

-What are the Eritrean business’ interests with regards to this conflict?

-What are the Ethiopian business’ interests with regards to this conflict?

-What are the Eritrean peoples’ interests with regards to this conflict?

-What are the Ethiopian peoples’ interests with regards to this conflict?

Answers will be charted (without attribution to the panelist) prior to the discussion and displayed. The moderator and each panelist will have the opportunity to comment on the results. 

12:00-12:15 P.M. 
Coffee Break
12:15-1:30 P.M.

The Post-War Scenario: the Road to Peace  

The Moderator will introduce several different hypothetical scenarios on how the conflict may end or a cease-fire may be reached.  Panelists will then be asked to respond to the following questions with a specific scenario in mind: “In this scenario, how can the two countries move from war to peace?” “What can civil societies do to help relations between the two countries move forward?” and “How do you envision Eritrea and Ethiopia working together in the future toward regional economic development?”  

1:30-2:00 P.M. 

Open Discussion: Questions from the Audience
Panelists will take questions from the audience, with an equal number of questions answered from the Eritrean and from the Ethiopian communities. 

