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BAHTI MESKEREM CELEBRATED IN LOS ANGELES

The 48" anniversary of Bahti Meskerem was celebrated in Los Angeles, California, on
Saturday, September 26, 2009 and over 500 Eritrean Americans residing in Los Angeles,
Orange and surrounding counties participated in the event. The program officially started
at 9pm with an observance of a minute of silence to honor Eritrean martyrs and the
singing of the national anthem. After statements highlighting the occasion were read in
both Tigrinya and English languages the much anticipated Salina Band took to the stage
and received tumultuous welcome from the participants. The band, which has traveled
from Eritrea, comprises star singers Tesfalem, commonly known as Korchach, Bekita Ali
and talented musicians; Netsereab (Wedi Shawl)(bass guitar), Solomon (lead guitar), Tela
(keyboard) and Aron (saxphone). The thrilling performance continued at 2 am. While the
band took a much deserved break once representatives of the Mekete Committee and
YPFDJ informed the audience about their respective activities and plans of action. The
following day volunteers and members of the organizing committee hosted lunch for the
band at a park.
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