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Dear Sir,

We Oromo community  residing in Rogaland, Norway,  would like to send our voice to you on behalf of the voice less rural population of oromia in  Ethiopia  whose food security is threatened and, as a result, their very livelihood endangered. As we hope you yourself recognize, the central reason for this lies in what became known as “land grabbing policy” of the current Ethiopian regime. It is a policy of dispossession and alienation of the farmers from their land, natural and social environments in which their very beingness have been rooted for generations.

Dear Sir,
As one of those investors on rural agriculture in Ethiopia, we know your intentions are modernization and development as the Ethiopian government has been endeavoring to convince the world. But intention is one thing and practical consequence another. As many independent researchers, media reporters and various civil society advocators confirmed Such land grabbing practice would only end up in displacing and evicting millions of people from their lands just to transform them to a lumpen proletariat, whose destiny will be decided  by handful beneficiary capitalists like you and your company. Associated with this inevitable economic degeneration, are also practical consequences such as ecological disaster, the issue of social identity and dignity hence the overall social imbalance that would necessarily emerge thereof that millions of peoples evicted from their land holdings are subjected to manmade famine. In addition to  deforestation,  loss of  cultural identity as a result of uprooting, contamination of soil and fresh water from in appropriate chemicals of fertilizer and pesticides has costed  the precious human life and environmental damage. The mass exodus from rural area to towns is a tragedy that today’s Ethiopia exercises daily. This land rush has also exacerbated the inequality of women in access and control of land resources.
Dear Sir,

We hope you are aware that our people were never consulted for the land you leased from the Ethiopian government. Even though it is the responsibility of Ethiopian government to implement an effective framework for the recognition and regulation of land rights users through consultation with local people, meanwhile we feel that you patron the ruling party’s coffer which it used for its political maneuver by suppressing the others to grip on power.  It is worthwhile to mention that the indigenous people feels your land deal with Meles regime is neither legal nor it follows the norms of international human rights bill and conduct of Environment.

It is also our believe that human rights has supremacy over international trade and finance regimes. In the era where our globe is a village, environmental damage is not discreet and confined to certain region only but the whole mass will share the consequence. The famous sayings of lee J Alston, Thrainn Eggertsson and Douglass C. North (1996) that sates:
 “It is important to recognize that changes in property rights generally involve winners and losers” might suit here.

Finally we would like to underline that the land you are investing on is obtained by disowning the ingenious people without their consent, consultation and compensation. The government is using the system to clutch on power and your conduct has tremendous consequences on environment and human health. Hence we appeal to you to refrain yourself from such political motivated land deal as this would certainly be harmful to your long term business interest.

Sincerely
Yours Sincerely

Executive committee
Chairman of Oromo community of South Rogaland, Norway
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