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Eritrea’s Preliminary Response
1o the Somalia Eritrea Monitoring Group Report

Let me take this opportunity to express my delegation’s appeeciation to you as Chairman of the Security
Council Commitice, pursuant 10 resolutions 751 (1992) aad 1907 (2009), and through you to the
members of the Committee, for arranging the informal conseluations.

It must be acknowiedged that despite its stromg rescrvations oo the whole affair, Eritres has fully
cooperated with the Somalia Eritrea Monitoriag Group (SEMG) in the discharge of its mandate,

The SEMG visited Eritrea twice and there was also a third informal discussion held in Europe. Eritrea
also respoaded %0 the SEMG's written queries. Eritrea finds that the substance and tenor of the SEMG's
report do not reflect those discussions and is hugely disappointed. In contrast the SEMG has received a
ringing endorsement from Ethiopia, which is vociferously calling for sn extension of the Group's
mandate and tightening of the sanctions regime against Entrea.

Eritrea is also dismayed by the fact that the contents of the SEMG's report were peesensed by a high-
level intemational civil sorvant to the Istergovernmental Authodity on Development (IGAD) Summit
held in Addis Ababa. The selective presentation was used insppeopriately 10 sway the opinions of the
Al this time the Enitreass delogation can oaly register a preliminary, but factual, resposse as Fritrea was
not given & copy of the SEMG s report despite a wrimen formal request. The Entrean delegation has
been bricfod and allowed some access 10 the report, but due 10 the limited time allotted, and the inability
W contact relevant authorities in Eritrea for comments and verifications on the varioes allegations
contained in the SEMG's report, the delegation is unable 1o give a Il respoase.

Entrea, therefore, once again requests of this Sanctions Commatice for a copy of the report and adoguate
tme o peosent a Jefinitive reply with supporting dosuments. This is only fair as Eritrea cannot be
padged om the hasis of & document that is not in its possession and withost the opportunity 10 properly
defond itsell

Eritrea’s Overview of SEMG Report

The Repoet can be divided imo three partsc 1) background information and analysix, 11) the mada body of
the report with spexific accusations; and [11) recommendations.

Entrea’s overview of the Report can be distilled ino the following points:-

o The background (conextual) section of the Report is replete with swoeping statements abost the
policies, practices and institutsons of the Ertrean government as well &8 gross accasations that
are not borne out by cither the reality oo the ground or the main body of the Repoet. A casual
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reading of the Repoet can easily lead to misleading perceptions and erroncous conclusions, while
a carefid reading reveals that the Report is tall on accusations and short oo tangible evidence.

e The socusations against Eritrea in the main body of the Report generally fall into two categornies,
1) allegations that are narmated in greal detail creating wrong impecsioes, but with the SEMG
then admitting that the allegations are a0t hacked by conclusive evidence; sad 2) allegations of
everts and actions that took place peior 10 23 December 2009, the cutofl date for any
determination of Entrea’s compliance with Resolution 1907,

o There is no conclusive evidence im the Report of asy Eritrean violations in regard 1o Soevalia and
Djibouti, as well as the arms embargo on Eritrea. These are highly significant as they were
accusations of Eritrean wrong doings in regands 10 Somalia (particelarly support 10 Al Shabab)
s=d Dijibouti that was the basis for the imposstion of sasctions on Eritrea. Faimess would require
s acknowledpement of this fact and a decincn to it the sanctions against Exitrea.

o The centerpioce accusation against Eritrea, the basis for calls for addivonal sanctions, is the
seesationalized allegation of a plot 10 bomb Addis Ababa during the African Unica Summit in
Jasaary 2011. Here 1 is pertinent w0 point out that the goal post in accusations against Eritrea has
shified from Soealia and Djivouti to Ethiopia, which is the culprit, accuser and source of all
“evidence™ at the same time. Additionally, Eritrea would have no interest in disrupting a Summit
of the African Union, when it had just reopened its mission in Addis Absba and was
participating in the Summit for the first ime after a Jomg absence. Nor is it reckless or stupid 1o
comtemplate such a hideous attack, Maore crucially, Exitrea can prove definitely and coaclusively
that it is not guilty of masterminding and Seecting the sasd plot. (We will present our preliminary
response to this sllegation as folkrws)

Domaestic Eritrean siteation:

The report lacks any sense of balance and peojocts an extremely negative poetrait of Eritrea at variance
with the reality. As Entres infoemed the Security Council dering the informal interactive dialoges on 19
July 2011, Entrea is focused on development, making # the country’s paramount prceity,
Eritrea-Ethiopia relations:

While the SEMG recognizes the vital relevance and crucial role of this issue in regasds 10 Eriteen, it does
not give it the consideration that it deserves.

It acknowledges that Ethiopia is actively working 0 destabilize Fritrea and mentions “Ethiopia's
suppoet of armed opposition grosps”, but it again fils to give it due weight,

Ia fact, Ethiopia bas repeatedly carmied owt armed incursions, sabotage and other terronist operations
against Eritrea, targeting the mining sector in particular. There bave boen over 30 operations in the past
two yoars alone, including one against headquarters of a Chinese muining company. Ethiopia has also
beon hosting for almost 11 years now - and this is Oowsed with avdacity - an assortment of 16 subversive



and teerovist “Eritrean” groups, including the Eritrean Istamic Jikad Movement, 10 promote its publicly
peonounced agenda of destabilizing Eritrea
mﬂl-):l(}ltcponghuamtbae facts as well as the repeated public theeats made by Eilsopia on s

many occasions. Indeed, Frhiopia has informed visiting Secwrity Council members that Edhiopia’s
official policy is the removal of the Entrean Government.

Significant ramifications of the relaticaship between the two countries:

*  Two wars, a 30 year cne which claimed the lives of 65,000 martyrs; a second coc which exacsed &
human il of 20,000 lves. These human losses are huge for a small country with a small
population;

*  Ethiopis continees 10 occupy huge sad sensitive chunks of sovereign Eritrean sermisories; and

* FEthiopia has made clear its inleation % take military meavares %0 oventhrow the Eritrean
Government.

Today Ethiopia is secking cconomic sanctions and diplomatic isolation 10 hamstring sd pre-empt

Exitrea’s serious effoets to reach out and contridate 1o enduring regional stability and harmony.

Eritrea's regional role:

Once again the SEMG chooses to ignore Eritrea’s constructive regional role, inchading its wadely
acknowledged contribution 10 pesce in Sadan, unwittingly revealing it buases.

1L Eritrea’s Preliminary Rephy to SEMG Accusations
1. Suppert to armed groups nvolved in violence, destabilization and terrorism

The SEMG begins treatmnent of the subject by identifying officers it considers key i the direction and
conduct of Exitren’s extemal imelligence operations. It names seven persons, most of whom are officers
of the defense foeces, with no links 10 extemal imelligence.

For isstance, the SEMG mentions Colonel Gemachew Ayama, who is not even Eritrean. Colonel
Gemachew Ayana is an Ethiopian citizen and was a member of the Ethiopian Defense Forces. He was
commander of a Mechanized Division of the Edhsopian army until 2003 when he was accused, hike
dozens of other Oromo military officers, of clandestine nvolvement with the opposition Oromo
Lideration Front (OLF) and relieved of his post. Some three years later be joined the OLF. Gaven that
these are casily verifiable facts, it is puzzling why the SEMG claimed in s report that be is an Eriteean
officer in extemal inlclligence. As we shall see Gemachew is accused of playing a key rle in e
alleged plot o domd Addis Ahaba A ststement by Col. Gemechew is attached an annex % this
preliminary ressarks

L Training facilities

Eritrea’s military facilities and their locations is not a secret. Contrary to what the SEMG report states,
Eritrea’s National Security Agency does not undertake military training. Most imporsantly, much of the
information contained in the SEMG's report predates Resolution 1907 and is, therefore, imelevant.
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3. Amistance to armed groups alleged 1o be in vielation of 1907
Djibouti

Although the report presents two allegations of what it calls “Entrean support of limited scale,” its
sources are dubious % say the least A “former FRUD commander™, detained by the Djibouti
government, can haedly be expected 10 be a credible source. Although B detaines claimed that Entrea
provided “food, medicines and treatment for wounded fighters,™ he denied receiving any weaponry or
milizary equipment. He said that FRUD uniforms, arms and smemsmition were purchased from Yemen.
This contradicts ¢claims by Djibouti authorities that the detainee had admitted that Eritrea provided amms,
I addition, this SMEG allegation relates to the period prior %o December 2009, as the latest claim of any
Eriarean involvement was October 2009

There s only cac other allegation in the repont, which claims that in February 2011, the Djibouti
military seized 50 kgs of explosives hidden in a cave. The SEMO said that the explosives were of Soviet
era manufacture and that it “has been unable %o trace their place of origin or chain of castody™. Since
thore was no allegation of any Eritecan involvement, why mention this under Eritrea’s alleged
violations?

M is clear that there is no evidence of Ertrean violatson of 1907 in regard w Djibouti.

Ethiopia

As mentioned above, the centerpicce of the SEMG's (and Extoopea’s) accusations that Eritrea is engaged
in terrorist plots and acts of regional destabilization s the alleged plot to bomb Addis Ababa during the
AU Summit in January 2011, The SEMG claims that “although ostemsibly an OLF (Oromo Liberation
Front) operation”, that it was conceived, planned and directed by Entrean NSA. It concludes that the
“operation was ¢ffectively an Eritrean intelligence activity falsely Magped as an OLF initiative.™

The operation is describod in a dramatic thniller fashion over several pages of confusing and
contradictory narrative, one full of holes. If it is given the opportunity, Fritren will peosent a detailed
expose that will prove conclusively thas the SEMG accusation of Eritrea is utterly wnfounded. As 1o the
alleged role of the OLF, the crganization can spesk for jeself.

I this preliminary response. Eritrea presents the following facts and pieces of evidenoe that underscore
that the SEMG s accusations are not based on solid and conclusive evidence.

The source for the information and “evidence™ that usderpin the accusation are highly suspicious
and not credible. The SEMG admits that its only sources for its allegations are Fthiopian secarity
suthoritics and alleged perpetrators detained by Ethiopéan security. It is obvious that an Ethiopian
povernment that is hoatile to Entrea and actively campaigning for additional sanctions has the desire and
the means 10 tamper with, embellish, distort, oven fabricate picces of evidence. It is also clear that any
testimony by detainees in the hands of a government that is well known for routinely resorting %o sorture
cannot contradict the official Frhiopian government version as this would lead 10 severe consequences
foe the detainees.

An additional fact that severely tests the crodibility of the testimony of the detainees is their claim that
the persom who allegedly played the contral role, Colonel Gemachew Ayama, is an official in Entrean
imelligence and 2ot an OLF official, a3 we have seen above, If the informants actaally played the roles
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sscrided 10 them in the narrative of the alleged plog, there i no conceivable reasom that they would not
know Gemachew was in fact an OLF official. lfme)mwdeh’hemlymuhdtthEMO(hom!
the benefit of the doutx 10 the SEMG) o thinking that be was an officer in Eritrean intelligence, then
they must have been coached by their handlers with the express purpose of implicating Eritrea.

The SEMG claim that Eritrean officers played the contral role in the plot is plain wrong and
contradicted by its own narrative. To justify its premise that the attempted bombing of Addis Ataba
was an Eritrean operation, the SEMG states that only one OLF detainee, the “weam leader Omar [dris
Mohamed sppears 10 have bees in regular contact with the OLF leadership. All other teams’ members
were isolated from OLF stroctures from the moment of recruitment and reccived training and ondens
direct froen Eritrean officens.”

It adds that scconding 1o Omar (the teams leader) “only OLF Chairman Dawud [bsa was aware of the
existence of the special operation and its objective, but does not appear to have exercised any command
or control over ils actions.™

According %0 the namrative in the SEMG report, however, and again we are by no means lending any
credence 30 the allegations. it is OLF's officials who allegedly played the key role.

This is whan the narmutive says. Back in 2008, “an OLF associate in Kenya put the leader of team 1,
Fekadu, in comtact with an Entrean Colooel mamed Gemachew Avana™ (As previously stated,
Gemachew is in fact an OLF official and not an Eritrean. ) Gemachew also spproached Omar Jdriss
Mohammed the overall team leader, who sxys “that Be was contacted in August-September 2009 by
OLF Chairman Dawsd Thsa and informed that he wouldd be given a secret assignment. ™ [a March 2010,
Gemachow “imstructed Fekadu and s team o retur o Addis Ataba ™ Fekads “remained s comtact
with Gemachew with phone recoeds indicating a1 Jeast 27 conversatioas. ™ Gemachew also amanged for
“money transfers 10 team members in Addis Absda™ According to Omar, it was Gemssachew that “gave
team members the oguipment and explosives that would be wsed ia the operatice.” Again, Gemachew
“provided fimal instractions and explosives.” In carly Janary, Omar “requested additional funds from
Gemachew.” In the last week of Janaary, “with time running out, Omar felt the noed %0 consult with
Gomachew, phone records appear 10 indicate that they made contact & weal of 39 tmes, mainly initaiod
by Gemachew.™

There is some mention of Eritreans in the narrative, but in 2 limited and secondary role, again basod on
Even if we allow the narrative is in fact true- and Eritrea believes it isn't- it is abundamtly clear that the
alleged attempe was from stan 10 flndsh an OLF effoet.
There are other major problems with the narrative,

1t states categorically that the operation did set target the African Union leaders, but then claims
that ene of the targets was the Sheraton Hotel where most of the leaders were staying.

The repont stanes that & sniper rifle, which allegedly in the possession of one member of the team was
sold 10 Erierea by Roenania as corroborated by the Romanian Government. We will seek o get dack w0
the Sanctions Commitee with information on the veracity of this claim. But even if we assume that it is
of Eritrean source, this still does not show conclusively when and how the rifle ended wp in the hands of
the Edtvopean govemnment. On the other hand, the report does not provide any evidence at all that the
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ewential cquipssent, the explosives, that were going to be used in the alloged plot were seurced
from Fritrea

The SEMG bases much of its claimy om an “OLF contact kst in Asmara™ but it thea admits that
this key piece of evidence is an outdated one from 2006 Realizing it is on umenable grounds, it
flimsily tries % justify itself by ¢laiming that eanamed former OLF members (defectors) had told it that
the list is currently valid, forgesting that testimony of defectors, now collaborating with the Ethiopian
government cannot be reganded as cradidle sowrces.

This account belies the claim that the alleged Addis Ababa operation was conceived, planned and
directed by Eritrea. It also shows that there is no incontrovertible evidence of Eritress imvolvement, even
the limited role that remaiss once we take im0 the account that the alleged key actoes, those who
allogedly had the command and coatrol were son-Eritresss. If given the e, Entrea wishes 10 provide
crucial extzs information pertaining 10 this sensatiosalized accusation, which reminds of an carlier
accusation by the Monitoring Groep that Exitrea had 2000 soldiers ia Somalia, with detatled information
on when and how they amived and where in what numbers they were deployed. This showpiece of an
carlice report, which proved to have been totally grosndless, was used ot the tisse 10 bald a cane for
Somalia

Given that the allegations of Eritrea’s military support to Al-Shabab has been the central concern of the
Security Council and the main impetus bohind the imposition of sanctions under 1907, it is remarkable
that SEMG Report confirms that Eritres is not in violation of 1907 in regasds 10 military support 1o Al-
Shabab or any armed groep in Somalia. It mentions claims from unidestified sources of Entrean anms
shipments %0 Kismayo (in fact Edsopia had publicly made those sccusations), but states categorically
that it “could not independently verify the reports.”

Regarding fimancial support, the SEMG states that it has documentary evidence of Eritrean payments o
individuals linked to Al-Shabab, but admits that these relate only to 1998, It mentions allegations thae

financing contisues, one source claiming w the tune of USS 80,000 per month, but does not present &
shred of evidence.

Sudan

The SEMG Report acknowledges that it is not possible %o conclude that Eritrea has provided direct
military assistance %o groups engaged in the destabilization of South Sudan in violation of 1507,

4. Vielation of arms embarge

The SEMG speaks ahout reports and circumstantial evidence of Eritrean arms procurement, but does not
claim 1 has evidence beyond reasonable doubt. Tt also stases that it has not boen able to determine
whether any goversement is directly imvolved i any deliberate violation of the arms embargo in regard to
Entrea,

The SEMG Report mentions allegations it received that an Eritrean military officer is involved in amms
smuggling from Eritres 10 Sudan. It does not provide any proof of the allegations and in any case they
relae W pre-sesolation | 907 period.



& Financing in support of viokations of resolution 1907

The SEMGR devotes a ot of space 10 allegations that there may be covert financial activities in support
of armed embargo violations, It goes o detail fseo what it considers are sources of revenue for the
EmmuutmmwtwmmubnnMnmﬂnh
mining sector. 1 s sad that it repeats accwsations, (froes suspicious sources, including individuals with
personal agendas) without peoviding any evidence that insinuate that Eritrean commmunity members and
business poople are involved in illegal activities. These allegations are simply defamatory and tarmish
the reputations of these individusls, who sre also citizens of the countries they reside in, as well as their
families and businesses,

The report also steps on a legal mineficld by suggesting that contribations by the Eritrean Diaspora sre
illegal and viclate the Vienna Conventions. Since the SEMG did not conchesively establish violation of
the arms embargo, the discussion of the possible source of its financing can oaly be hypothetical, It
soems the whole exercise is meant 1o give a fig Jeal 1o calls for eoomomic sanctions o Ertres.

[IL Eritrea's B o the R sations of the SEMG

The recommendations of the SEMG w0 impose additional sanctions agsinat Eritrea fly agasst the
content and evidence presented in the ssain body of its own report. As we Bave seen Eritrea is in
complisace with resolution 1907 in regasds %0 Somalia, Dishouts and the arms embargo. We have also
shown that the secusation that Exitrea mastenminded and amempied the bombing plot on Addis Ababa is
ot suppocied by solid evidence. Thes being the case, fmess and justice demand that the sanctions on
Eritrea be lified immadiatcly, not 1o speak of additosal sanctions. Justice and faimess would also
roguize that measures be taken against the Ethioplan government as the SEMG has stated categorically
that Exhiopéa &s “in violation of the gencral and complete anms embargo™ on Somalia. It is highly
significant that the SEMG inexplicably fasls to make any recommendations in regard %o Ethiopia’s
violations of relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, including 1907,

Conclusion

Eritres conclodes its peeliminary submission by requesting once again the oppornity 10 peesent a
comprehensive and definitive response after receiving and reviewing the SEMG report. Clearly there is
no emergency that would jastify a hasty, wnfair and dangerous decision against Entrea, for the second
time in only 18 moaths.

| thank you Mr. Chairman,



Until a few days ago, we were officers i the Edsopian army sworn 10 protect the country™s laws and diverse
people from any theeats. To our decpest dismay, we have come 10 the coaclusion that the greatest threat 10
Ethiopia and the people emanates not from elsewhere but from the regime oa power. Over the last years, the
srmed forces have boen systematically reduced 10 protecting the narrow interest of a small clique determined w0
cling o power at &l costs, Under the circumatances the choices confronting us are: Either 1o remain with the
same oppressive machinery or wail and soe hoping against hope that things would improve on their own or
through & miracle. We have waited wo long: we carmot wait any longer.

Despite the calls by opposition grougs 1o peacelilly deal with the dire situation, EPRDF is showing no
inclination whatsoever 10 address the country”™s mousting social, economic and political peoblems. Instoad, it is
intensifying repression. Even though this repressive machinery did not spare sy people in the country, the
magnitude and scale of repression, harassment and intimidation commitied against Oromo people has no
comparison. Moreover, it is considering new malitary adventures in the region that would not serve the
leptimate interests of all alfeciad --and could plunge the region into chaos

Throughost the years we served this regime, we were hoping things would impeove over lime and expected the
regime would also resolve political conflicts peacefully and truly democratize the country where political power
cmanates from the will of the people not from force. Now we have found this 10 be an empty peosnise. We are
particelarly elased that the Alliance for Freodom and Democracy (AFD) has offered a hope not caly 1o eliminate
the specter of moee mayhem bt also chart a better future through a process of dialogee involviag all
stakeholders i he search for comprebensive solutions

We regret that the regime das Nagrantly, sad withowt serious consaderation, ragpected this offer of goodwill and
continued cn its path of destruction. We cansot therefore continue 1o defend a mainority and overwhelmingly
rejecied regime, sadly, that is committing umold atrocithes agaiast our own people

It 1s time for us o take side in the fight between tyranmy and liberty, Accordingly, we Bave dissocisted
ourscives from TPLE/EPRDF and joined the liberation struggle of our people gripped by the claws of tyranny
We have therefore oined the Oromo Liberation Froat that s a member of the Alllance foe Freedom and
Democracy (AFD) %o realize the age-old dream of all peoples for freedom and democracy

10 the Eddopean Armmed Forces

The incumbent regime has beea fooling us all by falsely extolling its commitment 10 froedom, democracy and
speady economs development. This commitmsent has bees put 10 test over the kast |5 years. The tyranmical
behanior of the regime demonstrates that this pledge runs skin deep aad does not show any sign of change.,



which makes all cur efforts and sacrifices in vain. We belicve as long as the regime contisues 1o defy the will of
the people, our peoblems would multiply. That is why it has to be compelled to desist from its destructive path
or be remnoved. We therefore call on you to follow our example and join the just and popular streggle.

To the international community

The minority Exhioplan regime does not have the capacity or the legitimacy o continue to rule the country. The
regime, whose dismal |5 year tenure is more than enough % gauge its goodwill, seeds 1o be pressed rather thas
appeased 10 ssbmit 1o the call for &alogue. We stroegly urge you to reconsider your sepport for it as it does not
A3y MOIE SCIVE OUr COmmon strategic imerests.

Brigadier General Halu Gonfa
Colone! Gamachu AyasaSeptember 14, 2006

Opinicas peblished on News and Views section of this site are those of the authors and not necessarily that of
OLF.
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