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Glorious Independence Day Celebration in San Jose, CA
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Glorious Independence Day Celebration in San Jose, CA

450 to 500 Eritrean nationals from San Jose and its environs celebrated the gift of their
martyrs, the Independence day, in a colorful manner which brought together the old, the
young, the men and women in a national cause, defending and celebrating the identity
and the unity of all of us, Eritreans. Just like any other city, at home or abroad where
Eritreans live, this year’s celebration was different in its characters, as someone had
observed it, reminiscent of the first celebration that we had observed in 1992. Eritrean
spirit and integrity in celebrating our Independence Day, given the perseverance and



the mood of the rejection of the UNfair and UNjust sanction against Eritrean people,
was as high as one can wish. People were enjoying the traditional guayla played by the
talented and famous singers and musicians of Sami Berhane, Aron Tadese and Alex
Tsegay along the best DJ in Bay Area towns, Ghirmay.

The occasion started with a minute of silence, singing our national anthem, to honor the
selfless Eritreans who gave their ultimate lives to make this day happen.

Class 2010 Eritrean High School and College graduates abroad, in a pilot program were
adding colors to reflect what Independence meant in terms of their determination to their
success that could remind and shape others to follow the same path of excellence.

Independence Day cake and Champagne was opened with all the graduates around,
flanked by the young and elderly citizens that withessed and commended Eritrea’s
Independent and peaceful path in the last 60 years, especially the last 19 years of
determination.

A Tigrigna poem, related to the current theme of Mekete, “bisraH nmikit, nigisgis”
“Through Work, we shall overcome and Progress” was read by an Eritrean citizen that
brought light to the meaning of the celebration, the related multidisciplinary development
of the country, and the enviable harmony of its citizens.



The joy, hope, and pride of Eritreans in this celebration could be read from their faces
that says it all. We all owe our happiness and celebration to our people in general and
to our selfless martyrs, war disabled citizens, our defense forces and leaders in
particular who sacrificed their life, time, energy and resources. While the celebration of
our gift from our martyrs was going in full swing, our Mekete in thwarting the UNjust and
UNfair sanction was going side by side. Our Mekete Group from San Jose and its
environs, in coordination with YPFDJ members from San Jose were organizing the
letter writing drive of the participants by collecting letters to send it directly to President
Obama, reminding him about the continued injustice imposed by American led
“International Community”, and telling him that illegally and unjustifiably sanctioning
Eritrea, for its Independence stand, will not bring about any change in Somalia, and that
the UNfair sanction must be lifted. Indeed, it was a day of joy and happiness that would
further solidify the pledge in defending Eritrea and its people for there would be no
dignity without identity.
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Through Work, we shall Overcome and Progress !
Eternal Glory to our Martyrs !

Victory to the Masses !
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