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A Brief Life History 
 

Mr. Gebremeskel Deri was born unto the 

union of his father, Deri Sultan, and his mother, 

Altash Zeru, on March 3, 1934 in the town of 

Agordat, Barka Province, Eritrea. 

Our brother, father, and grandfather, “Aya” Gebremeskel Deri was 

energetic and full of life. He was family-loving and a very friendly human 

being. Even though he was born in Agordat, he spent considerable time 

traveling and visiting extended family members and relatives in his ancestral 

villages of Ad-Teklezan and Adi-Neamen. 

When he reached family rearing age, he was joined in holy matrimony 

with Ms. Mulutu Yegin. He lived in Tekombia, Gash-Setit province, for a 

period of 22 years with his eight children and his sister, Hana HaileMichael. 

He was mainly engaged in Agriculture, plumbing, and trade. 

In 1978, because of the oppressive and inhumane conditions under the 

then Ethiopian administration that resulted in the burning and destruction of 

their home by aerial bombardment, the entire family was forced to flee to 

Sudan. Because his wife had passed away before they fled to Sudan, his 

sister, Hana, served as a surrogate mother to his children. 

After a period of five years in Sudan, the family migrated to the United 

States and arrived in Los Angeles in 1982. In Los Angeles, he was very 

active in Eritrean community and mass organizations, especially between 

1982 and 1989. For many years, he served Medhanie Alem Orthodox Church 

diligently and with utmost dedication. 

He was blessed and fortunate to witness the marriages of his children 

and birth of his 14 grandchildren. In 1998, he married Mrs. Kidisti 

Haileyesus and they shared many years of love and warmth together until his 

passing.  

After a brief hospitalization, he passed away at Brotman Hospital on 

Monday, May 23, 2011. 

Our condolences to the grieving family!  

May his soul Rest in Peace! 


