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ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN LOS ANGELES

Over 300 Eritrean Americans and friends gathered at the Skyhall Banquet in Los
Angeles, California, USA, on Saturday, May 22, 2010 to celebrate the 19 anniversary of
Eritrean Independence Day. The program began with an observance of a minute of
silence to honor Eritrean martyrs followed by the singing of national anthem of Eritrea.
The crowd then viewed a DVD containing Eritrean Ambassador to the USA and Canada,
Girmai Ghebremariam’s speech on the occasion of the national holiday.

The chairperson of the Mekete committee of Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside
Counties gave brief report on what has been achieved to date and what remains to be
done, including the letter writing campaign launched today. The traditional dance
performance by Wahda , meaning “Unity”, a dance group comprising members of the
local YPFDJ, received tumultous applause from the crowd. Veteran singer/musician
Aklilu Debessay (commonly known as Tefono) accompanied by musicians Alex Tsegay
on the keyboard and Abreheley Merhazion on the bass entertained the enthusiastic crowd
with his old and new hits until the closing time.

At midnight a cake donated for the occasion by Wuba Tedla was cut by a group of
Eritrean mothers. In all, the event began and ended with a festive ambiance.
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