Dr. Tekie was an expert in all aspects of Eritrean history, but the focus of
his work was the history of the ill-fated Eritrea-Ethiopia Federation of
1952-1962, the result of the 1950 UN Resolution 390 A(v) that denied the
people of Eritrea their right to independence and led to a 30-year long war
of independence. Dr. Tekie was an expert in the history of this federation
from its inception to its unilateral abrogation by Ethiopia. His 1990
monograph, Eritrea: From Federation to Annexation, 1952-1962,
published by Eritreans for Peace and Democracy (EPD), is a prime example
of his deep understanding of that period. His 1997 Eritrean Studies Review
article: A Brief Encounter with Democracy: Eritrea in the Federation
Years stands as another testimony to his expertise.

Dr. Tekie was also a member of the Eritrean Constitution Commission that
drafted the Eritrean Constitution. In this capacity, he was one of three
Eritreans who tirelessly toured major U.S. and Canadian cities from 1994 to
1997 to ensure the participation of all Eritreans in the constitution-making
process.

In the few years before and after Eritrea’s independence, Professor Tekie
was hopeful that the countries in the Horn of Africa would realize the
benefits of economic cooperation about which he wrote and lectured a great
deal. Two prime examples were the topics: Prospects for Economic
Cooperation Between Eritrea and Its Neighbors (1991) and Economic
Cooperation in the Horn of Africa (1996). Unfortunately, his hope was
shattered when Ethiopia declared war on Eritrea in May 1998. That
prompted him to pen his seven-part series, “An Economist’s Lament.”
Between 1998 and 2000, Tekie’s pen was busy explaining to the world the
complex Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict in simple and clear language. His
numerous essays from this period have been compiled in his book,
Shattered Illusion and Broken Promise: Essays on the Ethiopian-
Eritrean Conflict, published in 2003 by the Red Sea Press.

In addition to his intellectual prowess, Tekie was a wonderful human being.
No adjectives are sufficient enough to describe him. However, people who
knew him will agree that he was a man of character, high intellect, humble
and modest, patient and tolerant, kind and generous, and compassionate; the
list goes on ad infinitum.

Tekie’s plan was to retire in a year or two and go to live in Asmara, his
childhood home. However, the Creator’s plan for him turned out to be
different. After a brief but gallant struggle against a brain tumor, and
medical treatment at the Johns Hopkins Medical Center, he passed away
peacefully in the presence of his family and friends on April 19, 2010. He is
survived by his son Michael Tekie Fessehatzion, his siblings: Haregu,
Asghedet, Kahsay, Ghenet and Togoruba Fessehatzion, 11 nieces and
nephews, as well as thousands of his Eritrean compatriots who felt for years
that he was speaking for them. Though the void he leaves behind is hard to
fill, his gentle and humble spirit will live on forever. So long, beloved
father, brother, uncle, and compatriot. May you rest in peace!
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“You gently touched our lives with your presence and left us

forever changed. We shared only a moment, but will
remember you for an eternity.”
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We wish to acknowledge with deep appreciation the many
expressions of love, concern and kindness shown to us during

this hour of bereavement. May God Bless and Keep You!
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Professor Tekie Fessehatzion: Brief Life Story

Dr. Tekie was born on January 1st, 1941, in Asmara, Eritrea to his late
parents ato Fessehatzion Woldemichael and weizero Letekidan Ghebru.
After completing his elementary and high-school study in Eritrea, he
came to the U.S. to pursue higher education. He earned his BA in
economics from the University of Connecticut (1968), an MA, again in
economics, from the State University of New York at Binghamton
(1970), and a Ph.d. in development economics from the University of
Pittsburgh (1976). Upon graduation, he worked as an Assistant Professor
at the Department of African American Studies, University of Pittsburgh
(1976-1980), as an Associate Professor at Jackson State University
(1980-1991); while at Jackson State he was also director of the business
development (incubator) program. From 1991 until his final days he was
a Professor and Chair of the Department of Economics at Morgan State
University.

Through his prolific writing, he was a champion of the Eritrean people’s
right to self-determination to which he gave all he could. In this
endeavor, he was Eritrea’s finest. His ability to explain complex matters
in simple language was unmatched. He was a master word-smith,
excellent teacher, and superb researcher.




