The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for His name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art
with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of

mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever.

Psalm 23:1-6
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A Brief Life History

Dr. Aradom Tedla was born on July 19, 1929 in Asmara to Fitwerari Tedla Tesfay and
Woizero Amete Awalom, the fourth of nine children. He attended the Scuola Vittorio
Emanuele elementary school in Asmara from 1%t5h grade. Thereafter, he was selected
to study at a school responsible for training key civil servant positions. Following his
successful completion and having attained knowledge of his third language, English,
Dr. Aradom became a public servant in the British Provisional Administration.

As a young man, Dr. Aradom was very involved in community organizing. Among his
many activities, he was a founder of the Boy Scouts in Eritrea and organized the first
tournament for Eritrean soccer players.

During the period of Ethiopian federation, Dr. Aradom held a senior position at the
executive office of Tedla Bairu. From 1957-1960, Dr. Aradom studied at the
University of Colorado in Boulder and completed his B.A. in Political Science. From
1962-1964, he was a student at the University of Rome, where he earned his Doctorate
in Jurisprudence.

Upon his return to Asmara, Dr. Aradom served as the Director-General of the Ministry
of Law and Justice in Ethiopia, Attorney General of the then Province of Eritrea, and
Senior Legal Advisor to the Administrator of Eritrea. During this time, he authored the
book “Facts about Eritrea,” which was published in 1965. He held various other senior
civil servant positions, including in the housing administration and organization of
religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem. From 1968-1969, Dr. Aradom was the President of
the Football Federation.

A constant throughout his life was his devotion to his Christian faith. In the mid 1970s,
he established the Enda Yesus Orthodox Church in the Tirovolo area and actively
supported the construction of other Orthodox churches in Asmara.

In 1979, Dr. Aradom was arrested and detained by the Revolutionary Investigations
Department of the Dergue. Upon his release, he was forced to leave to Sudan. Shortly
thereafter, he rejoined his family in the US.

While in the US, Dr. Aradom continued to work passionately as an advocate for the
issues of great importance to him, Human Rights and Social Justice in Africa, his faith
and Eritrean Independence. In this capacity, he participated in numerous fora
domestically and internationally, including testifying before the US Congress, meeting
with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican, and traveling to Russia and Japan.

A staunch defender of Eritrea, Dr. Aradom traveled to the country’s liberated zones
“meda” in 1989 during the war for independence. In 2000, he traveled to the front lines
of the border conflict. Throughout his life, Dr. Aradom was a deeply religious man
who in a unique way interwove his Christian faith and his nationalism with inspiring
perseverance. He will always be remembered for the strength of his values and
commitment.

Dr. Aradom passed peacefully in his home on October 18, 2016. He is survived by his
wife Woizero Belainesh Negash, his five children (Dr. Tesfay, Daniel, Birri, Zufan and
Ruta) and his five grandchildren (Rahwa, Natznet, Lydia, Henoch and Magda). He will
be laid to rest in Berakh, Eritrea.
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