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ay oMgl¥celebrating the
triumphant conclusion of-the rdu nd protraCted struggle waged from 1950 toy Tl by successive
generations of the Eritrean people. The Eritrean people should have been accorded their national
independence like the Somali and Libyan people without waging a struggle and paying tremendous sacrifice.
However, the Eritrean people were united with Ethiopia against their will in order to ensure the strategic
interest of the United Sates and give Ethiopia access to the sea. The UN ratified Resolution 390-A (V) on
December 2, 1950, sealing the fate of the Eritrean people. The words of John Foster Dulles, US Ambassador to

UN, are the quintessence of infamy as far as the Eritrean people are concerned: “From the standpoint of justice, the
opinions of the Eritrean people must receive consideration. Nevertheless, the strategic interest of the United States in the Red Sea basin

and considerations of security and world peace make it necessary that the country has to be linked with our ally, Ethiopia.” This was
the cause of the Eritrean ordeal. The Eritrean people paid heavy toll as a result of the war that raged for 30
years. In 1998-2000, Ethiopia unleashed yet another sinister war to reverse our sovereignty. We sacrificed
afresh 20,000 of our youth. Two sanctions were imposed on us without justifiable cause; obstacles were
erected to stem our economic progress. However, our unity did not unravel, our determination and resilience
did not falter. Like always, no chokehold will force us into submission. We will always turn the corner! Our
independence was not delivered to us on a silver platter. We earned it with “sweat, blood and tears.” Let us
come, one and all, to celebrate our independence day for which we paid dearly. It is a momentous event of
jubilation! It is high time we flaunt our triumph and tell our enemies [7¢¢!] “Eat your heart out!” Victory to the
masses! Sponsored by ENHOC-Chicago and Environs.




