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B. Revenues from human trafficking

134. The Monitoring Group has also reported extensively in its previous reports (S/2011/433
and S/2012/545) on the role of Eritrean officials in the human trafficking rings operating in
the eastern part of the Sudan, Egypt and Israel,(107) and has also identified a Swiss bank
account that had been used to collect ransom payments extorted from the families of those
being trafficked.

135. The Monitoring Group has continued to receive reports from human rights and refugee
associations on the ongoing smuggling of thousands of Eritreans through the Sudan, into Sinai
in Egypt and subsequently into Israel, although, since the completion of a defensive wall on
the Israeli border with Egypt in 2012, most refugees now end their journeys in Egypt, most
often in Cairo. On the way they are frequently subjected to torture and beatings or held
hostage for ransom by Bedouin of the Sinai, in Egypt, and Rashaida Bedouin gangs in the
Sudan and Eritrea, who often operate in tandem with Eritrean agents. Together, they extort
sums as great as $40,000 from family members of the victims living in the diaspora.(108)

107 See for example, the report of Amnesty International, “Egypt/Sudan: Refugees face kidnapping for ransom, brutal
treatment and human trafficking”, 3 April 2013.
108 Interviews with Eritrean human rights activists 2012 and 2013.

136. The kidnapping, ransom and extortion of Eritrean migrants by human trafficking rings is
a complex business involving a number of parties. The Monitoring Group has attempted to
obtain evidence of extortion payments for which Eritrean agents are the direct beneficiaries in
order to demonstrate, as clearly as possible, the continuing involvement of the Government of
Eritrea in this trade.

137. The Monitoring Group has obtained copies of money transfer receipts documenting the
extortion payments made by the families of Eritrean victims of such kidnappings in 2011 and
2012, and where the recipient of the funds are named Eritrean individuals who collected the
payments from locations within Egypt. For security reasons the receipts have not been
annexed but rather archived at the United Nations, in order to mitigate any possible threat
against any of the named individuals. The recipient on one receipt is a self-confessed agent
for the Eritrean Government. (109)

138. The Monitoring Group has also received testimony regarding ransom fees that have been
paid directly to Eritrean officials. In one case, a Germany-based Eritrean citizen was forced to
raise roughly 9,000 euros from friends and family to release two of his cousins who had been
kidnapped in Sinai, Egypt, in 2011, after they had escaped from Eritrea and had joined a
human trafficking caravan in the Sudan. The funds were transferred to a family member in
Eritrea who delivered it in cash to a Government security office in Asmara. (110)

139. The Monitoring Group has received considerable information related to the involvement
of an Eritrean national, Kassate Ta’ame Akolom (also known as Angosom Ta’ame) in leading
a human trafficking and hostage-taking ring operating in Eritrea, northern Ethiopia and
eastern Sudan. The ring is responsible for

smuggling hundreds of refugees into Ethiopia and the Sudan, as well as escapees from Eritrea,
to Egypt and Israel. (111)

140. Ta’ame served for 10 years in the Eritrean military, as well as operating for a period as
an intelligence officer.112 Following his military service, Ta’ame arrived in Tigray, Ethiopia,
portraying himself as an Eritrean defector. As such he was allowed to join the ranks of the
Eritrean Movement for Democracy and Justice (EMDJ), an Eritrean opposition group
operating in Ethiopia, as a team leader. (113)



141. Ta’ame was arrested as he crossed back into Ethiopia in January 2012 carrying a 9 mm
pistol and 380,000 Ethiopian Birr in cash (approximately 22,000 USD), and driving a Land
Cruiser, in which a Kalashnikov pattern assault rifle was also found.(114) The Ethiopian police
stated that Ta’ame confessed he was working for General Teklai Kifle “Manjus”, who has
been named by the Monitoring Group in previous reports as a key coordinator of the human
smuggling trade out of Eritrea

109 The Monitoring Group has been in contact with the individual named on the receipt who has confirmed that he worked
for the Government of Eritrea.

110 Interview with victim’s family, 18 February 2012.

111 Telephone conversation with confidential source, Tel Aviv, 6 May 2012.

112 He served in the 28th Division, 4th brigade, and 2nd battalion. Interview with Kassate Ta’ame Akolom, Addis Ababa, 21
and 22 June 2012.

113 EMDJ is an armed Eritrean opposition group supported by Ethiopia and based out of Shire, Tigray region, Ethiopia.
Interview with diplomatic source, Addis Ababa, June 2012.

114 The arrest took place at the border crossing between Sudan and Humera in January 2012. He was transferred to Megelle,
Ethiopia, and jailed there until June 2012 when he was brought to Addis Ababa for an interview with the Monitoring
Group

142. Following his arrest, Ta’ame was brought to Addis Ababa for further interrogation, when
he changed his confession and steadfastly refused to admit he was an Eritrean intelligence
officer active between Eritrea, Sudan and Ethiopia.115 Ta’ame did however admit that during
the period prior to his arrest he was an EMDJ member. Under this cover, he regularly
travelled to Shagarab refugee camp in eastern Sudan, where he ran a coffee shop. He
explained the large sum of money he was caught with came from the proceeds of his coffee
shop.(115)

115 Interview of Ta’ame, Addis Ababa, 21 and 22 June 2012.

143. At the time of his arrest, Ta’ame was accompanied by Solomon Lema, an Ethiopian
national, who is a music composer and a family relative of Ta’ame’s.(116) Lema, on his own
admission, was used by Ta’ame to receive several large money transfers. The Monitoring
Group interviewed three of Ta’ame accomplices who

testified that he regularly received money transfers from abroad, including at least two
payments sent from Israel.(117) Lema insisted that the sums he received, which ranged
between 100,000 to 200,000 Ethiopian birr ($5,000 to $10,000), were used to buy musical
instruments and a minibus, and were not related to the human

trafficking or hostage release business.(117)

144. However, during the course of its investigation, the Monitoring Group has received
several independent testimonies by Eritrean nationals who were themselves smuggled by
human trafficking agents and who, during the interview process, recognized Ta’ame when
they were shown a portrait photograph of him (see annex 17).(118) Several individuals report
having seen Ta’ame in the Shagarab camp, in the Sudan, constantly on the telephone
coordinatincoordinating the transfers of refugee candidates through the Sudan with other
Eritrean nationals, with the assistance of Rashaida smugglers.(118)

115 Interview of Ta’ame, Addis Ababa, 21 and 22 June 2012.

116 Their mothers are from the same Eritrean clan. Interview with Solomon Lema, Addis Ababa, 3 June 2012.
117 Interviews with Amanuel Tesfai Haday and Tedros Bereket Ali, Addis Ababa, 3 November 2012.

118 Interviews of Eritrean refugees, Israel, 22 July, 18, 21, 23 and 30 August, 1 September and 31 October 2012.
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Disclaimer
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"Due to security reasons and limited access to the Sinai region it has not been possible to crosscheck
all information provided by the refugees in the interviews. Interviews were provided by interviewees
who were distressed. For these reasons it is possible that some of the information given might not
be accurate. If you have additional information, or believe that the information presented in this
report is (partly) incorrect, please inform the authors. Scientific research including data collection on
the ground is required to verify the practices described in this report.”
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“Neither the individual contributors, researchers, translators, editors, system operators, developers,
nor sponsors of this report, or anyone else connected to the realisation or publication of this report,
take any responsibility for the results or consequences of the publication of this report or for the
uses or adaptation of any of the information (or possible disinformation) contained in this report.
Nothing contained in this report should be construed in any way as a legal opinion”
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