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To whom it may cancam,

I am writing In my capacity as an Expert gppainied to the UN Meritoring Croup on
Somalia and Eritrea. mandsied by the UN Security Council 1o fvestigate violatiors of 1IN
Security Council resofutions on Somalia and Eritrea.

During the eourss of oar current mandate, the Group has travelled to Avsiralia 10 mest in
person with Al Abdn, former minister of Information for the State of Eritrea.

The Growp is plessed to report that it has received fall cooperation from Mr Abdu In
respect of the Group’s engeing investigations. It is alse our assessmen: that Mr Abdy has grear
potestial © pley a stahilizing role In Ermea. with the counry possibly headed towsrds an
uncertain period in its history. Without moderate figureheads such as Mr Abdu. a mansitions!
process in Eritrea may f2l prey to polarizing and possibly violant fces

As such, | woeld supporl any ciforts to extend to Mr Abdu a recogmized asvium starus, to
allow him to coordinate his activities peaceanly snd to travel 2s necessary. T would 2lse hope that
the relevant autbonues might extend travel visas, on compassionzie grounds, for his family
members to come and visit him in Austrzlia.

Pleasc accept, (he assurences of my highest considerstion.

UN Menitoring Group oo Somzlia ané Eries
Security Couneil Reschution 2060 (201 2y
mzhtanid@un ore
+234{0Y702116125




