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ERITREAN MARTYRS DAY OBSERVED IN LOS ANGELES AND ORANGE
COUNTY

Hundreds of Eritrean American residents of Los Angeles and neighboring cities gathered
at apark in Hawthorne, California (USA) on Saturday, June 23, 2013 to honor Eritrean
Martyrs on the occasion of Eritrean Martyrs Day. The event featured an observance of a
minute of silence and the children-led singing of the Eritrean national anthem. Following
the walk around the park by the candle carrying crowd arecording of H.E. President
|saias Afwerki’ s speech made in Asmara, Eritrea, on June 20" was played and a message
from the Eritrean Embassy in Washington DC was read. Moreover, several participants,
both young and old, read poems and made speech honoring our martyrs. A dozen and
teens and pre-teens wrote messages addressed to our martyrs, attached them to balloons
and released them to fly up in the sky. Furthermore, reports were given by the Mekete
group as well asthe Association of Martyrs' families' sponsors for Los Angeles county,
which has been sponsoring 50(fifty) families of Martyrs. In addition, some of the children
that gladly took up the challenge of using piggy bank to raise money for the Martyrs
Trust Fund presented their collections, promised that they will do the same next year and
urged othersto follow suit. The participants renewed their commitment to make duly
contributions towards national harmony and the national development projects underway
in the country.



