Jaakov Katz & Joseph Griebonsky
 Taking Eritrea 
to GAZA
The speed with which new faces are appearing in the smear campaign against the state of Eritrea, its people and its institutions is so amazing that the intensification of global struggle for justice and the call for CHANGE in the recent election in the United States has prompted many protagonists and beneficiaries of the old paradigm to come out to the fore, leaving aside the usual facades as represented in the complicit national and international institutions and organizations that they have been using to do what they usually do-- maintain their exclusive interests, at the expense of others.

The Nicholas Kristoffs who penned their venom against Eritrea from the columns of the New York Times, or the Martin Plauts from the airwaves via the BBC are relatively remote to the average Eritrean observer or to those who are hypnotized, so to speak, by the Langley fake democracy sermons. Indeed, the BBC is in London, the NYT in New York. Now, it is getting too close to home that the largest newspaper in the Middle East has started to write about Eritrea in a notoriously deceptive allure, albeit not good enough….because times are changing.

With time, everything gets revealed; however, in a nation like ours, it also takes resilience to hold ones ground to weather out successive tornados while watching them from inside out as they come and go--hostilities, conspiracies of various nature that run over decades.

Following its bold and principled statement http://www.shabait.com/staging/publish/article_009246.html on the latest Palestinian people’s sufferings, the GoE issued another statement regarding a defamatory article by the JPost.
http://www.shabait.com/staging/publish/article_009267.html
 “The fabricator and disseminator of this surprising and defamatory smear campaign is certainly a CIA agent. “
This piece doesn’t try to answer who this particular agent is or if it is really the CIA proper or if the term CIA refers to collusions by various shadowy agencies that intrude into the national interests of Eritrea and its people. From the perspective of an average observer, until further clues surface or the GoE discloses some of its vast knowledge acquired with its experience on the continued hostilities and deleterious interferences, suffice to discuss the objectives behind the manufactured news that appeared in the Jerusalem Post under the name of a military analyst Jaakov Katz. 
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For keen observers of our enemies and our detractors, this relatively new face brings us a step or two ahead of what was recently provided by Joseph Griebonsky who wrote a news report on the Iran Red Sea military expansion that only happened in the figment of their imagination.

http://www.thecuttingedgenews.com/index.php?article=980&pageid=37&pagename=Page+One
With regards to the clues provided in giving one a possible lead into “The fabricator and disseminator of this surprising and defamatory smear campaign…>>, a simple comparison qualifies more Jaakov Katz’s  not only because  he is geographically close to home, but unlike Joseph Griebonsky, as  a correspondent of USA Today in Jerusalem, he has both his feet in Washington and Tel Aviv.  In all respects, he is closer to the source of the fabricated news whether it originates from the CIA at Langley or from Mr. Scrooge, the self proclaimed/proclaimed  stalwart of humanity or democracy. Is that where the Institute on Religion and Public Policy gets its guidance and inspirations?
Well, if we leave for the moment on who is best qualified to get us closer to the sources of deceit, Joseph Griebonsky as an “advocate” of Human Rights and the head of the Institute on Religion and Public Policy has given Eritrea a bad report card, while that of Jaakov Katz puts it into a real action as a participant in the Middle East Conflict. After reading the two make-believe reports of Jaakov Katz and Joseph Griebonsky that depict Eritrea as a party into the long drawn conflict of the century, a typically disoriented American, with so much sirens of the war-on-terror buzzing on his/her head, would wonder if Eritrea is in the Middle East or is near Gaza, for that matter.

At his report published at the neo-conic magazine, The Cutting Edge, Joseph Griebonsky  primarily dealing with the future implications of the Iranian military buildup in the Red Sea, referred as his sources, the so called Eritrean opposition sites---among other things set for such deceptive purposes—while Jaakov Katz  is referring to sources at Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) . Besides, the timing when Israel was about to wage war in Gaza, it also presented kosher news that Eritrea has also had part in the supply of Chinese manufactured bombs to the Hamas movement!! 
At this stage of our reading into the two reports, we are way out in the woods of deception—all the way from the so called opposition sources to Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency). Jaakov Katz didn’t give names…if there was one; well, he is dealing with a secret agency, isn’t he? According to JNF-Jewish National Fund, besides being a military correspondent to the Jerusalem Post, he has also been <<the chief correspondent during the Gaza Strip disengagement in the summer of 2005>>. These credentials and experience as a journalist in Gaza makes him one of the best candidates to be used or to advance a-make- believe reports as he has penned one on the fictitious involvement of Eritrea.

As a military correspondent where << His popular weekly column, called Security and Defense, and frequent appearances on local and foreign news shows, provides readers with a behind-the-scenes look at the decision-making process in the Israeli defense establishment>> hopefully he knows more about the supply of this or that kind of armaments to such and such groups in our region….now we seem to be lost; don’t we? Is it the Middle East or the Horn region!! Until the moment comes when Jaakov Katz starts to name not faceless sources, how about confiding to the now military correspondent for the Jerusalem post about something real and public for which “the sources” have confessed latter and expressed their REGRETS; regrets, which essentially were not only insincere but also do not mean anything. 
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Jaakov Katz may have been playing football in the open fields of Chicago when in 1990 fighter jets of the occupying Ethiopian military regime were bombing in broad day light ,the port of Massawa—a pearl of the Red Sea-- with Napalm bombs. More than 200 civilians including children suffered that ordeal. If Jaakov Katz cannot find the sources of the deadly Napalm bombs that supplied to Col. Menghistu’s regime in the archives of the JPost, he can have a detailed account from his quoted sources that he claims to have relied in preparing the report about the “(In) some instances, the Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) has learned of weapons that came from Yemen and Eritrea, were moved to Sudan, then north to Egypt, and finally smuggled into Gaza.”. Regardless of the extent of his involvement in <<The fabricat[ion] and disseminat[ion] of this surprising and defamatory smear campaign>>the fact that he is privy to the <<behind-the-scenes look at the decision-making process in the Israeli defense establishment>>,Jaakov Katz may have some knowledge about this “tiny Red Sea state of Eritrea”. The defenseless victims of the 1990 Massawa bomb raids were essentially the disposable part of the bargain made to save others…save the others from nothing.  
These two reports obviously take one in a qualitatively different direction to the sources of deceit and delusion; however, there is a question that needs addressing now as to why Eritrea, this “tiny nation along the Red Sea”, is portrayed as such and with the big leagues in the conflict of the Middle East. In simple words, all these escalation of spreading defamatory reports against the state of Eritrea and the aspirations of the people of Eritrea is part and parcel of a big deceptive scheme of trying to use this “tiny State of Eritrea” to cover-up a BIG LIE that revolves around regional and global issues which obviously don’t involve Eritrea. And if it does, it is not only by speaking out the TRUTH, but also by resisting such grand schemes as they are tried to be applied at the expense of its sovereignty and vital national interests. In practice and principle, Eritrea stands for justice and peace; and it is not for the first time that it expressed its stance against injustices as in the Ethiopian invasion of Somalia in 2006 or against the gross human rights violation which has resulted in the recent bloodshed in Gaza. 

http://www.shabait.com/staging/publish/article_009239.html  
http://www.shabait.com/staging/publish/article_009246.html
This “tiny state of Eritrea” has become a big obstacle to the big plans in the Horn as stipulated and practiced by those who seek to dominate and exploit in a scale never seen before, be it in terms of space or time. The threat by the State Department officials and their affiliated agencies and interest groups to enlist Eritrea in what they called a state sponsor of terrorism has been going on for more than a year; recently, they have tried a last ditch effort in this deceptive  exercise before the new Obama Administration takes over. The continued smear campaign to which Joseph Griebonsky came out publicly has been seen only in this light. However, Jaakov Katz’s report gave this smear campaign another dimension by which Eritrea is portrayed as a party to the wider Middle East conflict. Actually, it is all connected in the sense that the report of Joseph Griebonsky which had its own evolution has been setting a stage for what Jaakov Katz wrote about the “some instances, [that] the Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) has learned of weapons that came from Yemen and Eritrea, were moved to Sudan, then north to Egypt, and finally smuggled into Gaza. “
Before the war in Gaza erupted early in December, one blogger quoted the Jerusalem Post:

<<

JPost: Israel has “decided to embark on an international hasbara (public diplomacy) campaign ahead of a possible major operation in the Gaza Strip”
>>

Well, not that the JPost was reporting about such PR campaign which in this case are essentially deceptive manipulation of facts of skewing the order and the proportion of victimization, but has also become a staging ground of such LIES by involving a nation that has refused to be subjected into the objectives behind the BIG LIES.

Indeed, their campaign to demonize Eritrea and place it in the so-called terror list has hit a wall; however, while they keep harping on that track, these devious entities have to create a drama about the threat of the Iranian military build-up with somber deceptive allure by including an important strategic route that Eritrea controls with its neighbors. There are many reports and commentaries on how the Israeli war planners gave a particular emphasis to the PR campaign leading to the war in Gaza. http://www.ynetnews.com/Ext/Comp/ArticleLayout/CdaArticlePrintPreview/1,2506,L-3642187,00.html
Well, it also sounds that such statements are by themselves questionable, if not deceptive and redundant; the mainstream media or the media in general, has always played down the injustices that are inflicted on populations trapped in such wars nor present the stories of the weaker victims, if there is any “category of victims” at all. This is another topic by itself.     
Despite the paranoid presentations and media posturing of the detractors of the aspirations of the people of Eritrea, this latest anti-Eritrea campaign has a silver lining in that those who have been hiding behind institutions, national and international organizations like the UNSC, the State Department, the AU, the Arab League, IGAD etc to cover their deceptive ploys, are slowly coming into the open exposing themselves who they are and for what objectives they actually stand for. Consequently:
a) Ordinary Eritrean citizens get to know and appreciate what challenges the GoE has been facing and how it has been tackling all these “inexplicable conspiracies” with tact and ingenuity; moreover, they get to learn more about the “invisible” support system sustaining the racist and tribalist Woyane regime that has been edging closely to adopting an Apartheid system. 
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b) The international community, especially that segment that has been struggling for CHANGE would start to realize and value the resilience and resourcefulness that Eritrea and its institutions represent and that it would eventually contribute for the advancement of justice and peace in our region and beyond.  

Meanwhile, with their mercenary army retreating from Somalia, the problem of piracy would be another entry point for these deceptive entities. And we expect more of the same but with more of the insiders that Jaakov Katz and his ilk quote as their sources to demonize Eritrea, coming to the fore deviously pretending to look for the “2000 Eritreans that may now be along the Somali Indian Ocean coastline”!!!… But, who is to go along such deceit or paranoia? ….because the times are indeed changing. 
Awet nHafash!

Haileab Luul Tesfai

Toronto.
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