Desperate Shadows over
 Eritrean Sovereignty and Independence. 

If there is any meaningful change of policy direction in the new Obama Administration it is the recognition of solving regional conflicts by engaging states in a given region which have direct or indirect influence over the parties involved in the conflict. As was outlined in his inaugural speech and lately on the revised Iran policy, President Barack Hussein Obama stated:
<<

We have serious differences that have grown over time. My administration is now committed to diplomacy that addresses the full range of issues before us, and to pursuing constructive ties among the United States, Iran and the international community….This process will not be advanced by threats. We seek, instead, engagement that is honest and grounded in mutual respect."
>>
This significant change in policy direction compared to that of the Bush Administration has raised many eye brows among those entities which were the proponents, if not the originators of the now discredited regressive policies that dragged America to a devastating war in Iraq. Indeed, the neo-cons which dominated---actually hijacked--- the Bush Administration used and abused their power within the bureaucracy and government towards their mission of initiating their exclusive agenda of domination and exploitation as dictated in their grand project, P.N.A.C—Project for the New American Century. According to their plan, which they deceptively sold to the American public as “The democratization of the Greater Middle East”, Iran was targeted to be their next major move.
Well, after Iraq, history seems to have started a new course, at least in the sense of setting the decline of the influence of those entities that are mainly responsible for squandering, especially after the end of the Cold War, of America’s opportunities to renew itself as a benign power.

Once listed as one of the so-called axis of evil, the demonization of Iran continued unabated. How many Americans know that a million plus Iranians sanctioned by the authorities went to the streets of Tehran showing their solidarity with the victims of 911?... that Iran has provided logistical support in the joint efforts to topple the Taliban regime in 2001?... that Iran is totally against the Afghan drug lords and Al Qaeda?  
The demons of wars and conflicts do not want to see any common grounds that lead to peace nor do they accommodate the facilitation of free flow of information that makes other parties aware of the common grounds with their adversaries or the enemies that they have created themselves. Their deceptive enterprise especially with the American public goes back to decades; however, it is now getting exposed for what it is, especially after the debacle in Iraq which they justified with the non existent WMD. The ensuing global recession also brought to light to what extent they—the demons of war-- had been involved.

Over the last few years much has been discussed about the global outreach of the policies laid out and directed by the neo-cons. The prime target being the Middle East, most of the analysis and comments were confined to that region. However, since their grand scheme has been contemplated to have a global scope, the Horn region has also become the victim of their policy outcomes of hostilities and conflicts that emanates from their sophisticated ploys of total global domination. Time reveals everything; new or exasperated conflicts, that seemed to be disparate at the beginning, eventually started to show certain communalities not only in their dynamic but also in their source/s.
By limiting the span of time from the start of the so called border war with Woyane controlled Ethiopia, one can easily see that these shadows of wars and conflicts have been just shadows that only operated through their subservient or complicit elements within state and international organizations. To name a few, the Campoare’s within the OAU, the Koffi Annans at the UN and the Jendayis at the State Department have been systematically serving their agenda. The successive Woyane military offensives, the cynical diplomatic pressures and vilifying propaganda campaigns against Eritrea were deployed through their proxy institutions and officials. However, Eritrea by sheer determination and tact presented an insurmountable resistance. And despite all their destructive efforts, Eritrea withstood their hostilities and shenanigans, not only in foiling their plot but also to be a witness of what have been the reasons behind the so called senseless war in that corner of the world.

As in the Middle East, what the neo-cons had planned for the Horn region, went in shambles; of course with the ensuing catastrophes of what they deceptively been calling collateral damage. Their last ditch effort during the waning months of the captive Bush Administration to list Eritrea in what they call “State sponsor of Terrorism” failed;  so did their diabolic venture to bomb Iran and create, heaven knows what, a massive conflagration of the whole region. Thanks Heavens it didn’t happen. Consequently, once they realized that their creepy tentacles haven’t shown the desired outcome, out of frustration and urgency, they started to panic and eventually come out to the fore. 
The ghosts of war started to appear to the surface like hungry sharks. A rarely known journalist on Eritrean issues, [image: image1.jpg]


 Jaakov Katz referring to sources at Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) wrote in The Jerusalem Post that Eritrea has been a conduit to arms smuggling network that supplies Hamas. Indeed, Eritrea was dragged to the Gaza conflict, if not in reality, but in the imagination of the demons of war who strive through wars and conflicts. http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1230733119975
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Then pushing the plot to its next level, another shark, Joseph Griebonsky who has been one of the major contributors of the so called Annual Human Rights by the State Department, came out to the open by putting more meat into the deceptive bones put forth by Jaakov Katz. Joseph Griebonsky spewed his lies in a right wing magazine emphasizing that Iran has established military bases in Asseb. http://www.thecuttingedgenews.com/index.php?article=980&pageid=37&pagename=Page+One
Eventually the main stream media and several blogs started to echo those false reports. 

The demons of war running against time had to step up their smear campaign and distortions and acts of aggression before the inauguration of the new US president. Like a losing gamble,r they had to cast all their remaining cards; and not through third parties but themselves, desperately by their bloody hands. All of a sudden Eritrean politics was shipped to the Middle East or vise versa and through Eritrea the whole Horn region. The point is that what has been executed in separate tracks, i.e. one in the Middle East and others in the Horn region etc has to come, prematurely together. Bingo! What has puzzled many observers as senseless war between two nations, barely out of a thirty year conflict, started to make sense in that it is not only a local conflict but rather part of a bigger scheme, as stipulated by the Neo-Cons. 
Eritrea in its present political/geographical configuration has presented a big obstacle to their scheme in the Horn region as Iran did in the Middle East. Well, time caught up with them and the new wave of change that resulted in the advent of a new administration in Washington and the global recession scuttled if not stopped their agenda from moving forward.   
The complexity and scope of their networks are not that simple that a mere change of an administration in Washington or a new parliament in Brussels would definitely stop them from pursing their agenda; and they will with the opening of another opportunity. That is the very reason that we still read comments and fake analysis on current conflicts or non-conflicts despite the widespread relative awareness of the general public about their sources or support mechanisms. So it is not that strange to come across strange news reports and resolutions about the manufactured Djibouti-Eritrea border crisis through the UNSC “echo chamber” as a side show for the “more serious” Iranian military bases in Asseb.
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The sustenance of the deceptive messages of these networks that are close to the neo-cons is not only limited to the media but also to state organs especially in the US State Department or the Congress. In his March 9 testimony at the House of Representatives, David Shinn regurgitated the same line as he did in similar occasions before, albeit with a slight modification of tone. Indeed, that tone depends on the state of the “anchor state” in the Horn, Woyane’s Ethiopia, which has turned out to be a major disappointment to its masters.    
<< … Eritrea has been aiding and abetting extremists in Somalia in an effort to put pressure on Ethiopia. Asmara serves as the headquarters for the Oromo Liberation Front that periodically launches attacks across the border into Ethiopia. Eritrea sent troops to the border with Djibouti, which it continues to taunt for reasons that are not clear. Eritrea is making a major effort to improve relations with countries such as Iran, which according to an Eritrean opposition group has deployed or intends to deploy Iranian troops in the Eritrean port of Assab. There is no independent confirmation of this report.

>>

The last sentence on the quoted excerpt, “There is no independent confirmation of this report.” does the trick for David Shinn to pretend as an independent “expert” dissociating himself from the sources of the manufactured story about the Iran-Eritrea military connection; yet, he echoes it before the Congress where it matters. As was mentioned above, the story was concocted non other than by the sources, public or undisclosed that Joseph Griebonsky and Jaakov Katz are associated with.
As long as they have the resources and whatever influence or credence is left in these networks of deception, they have to keep up with their manufactured stories. As was mentioned earlier, at this stage, they found themselves with no choice but to run the show not only as illusive directors but also as the stage actors. No wonder to see them now coming to the fore selling political soap operas not only from the alters of power as they have been doing in their hay days in Washington, but also going way down as low as to an embassy of a client state which was once designated as an anchor state. David Shinn gave his testimony on March 9 and was barely a week that the Israeli ambassador to 
[image: image4.jpg]


 Ethiopia, Aded Ben-Haim, spewed similar, but also more pronounced deceptive lines. The Walta Information Center, a mouthpiece of the Woyane regime, interviewed the Israeli ambassador and was quoted as saying that the Eritrean government is:

--trying to destabilize the peace process in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East and is serving as a save haven to terrorist groups.
--providing military training, and supplying military logistics 
for a number of terrorist groups. 
--working to subvert the peace process in Somalia by supporting and arming Al-Shebab, a terrorist group in Somalia. 
--an arm supplier of Al-Shebab in Somalia and other 
internationally recognized terrorist groups including Hamas. 
Much can be said about the official Israeli government’s statement that followed about two weeks latter that the ambassador acted without its instructions and… and; however, what is quite evident and undeniable in the latest smear campaign is the involvement of an Israeli official which clearly closes the loop that has started with a story fed to one of the largest Middle Eastern dailies the JP.
There is nothing new with the smear campaign against Eritrea, but what makes really interesting for close observers of this deceptive enterprise is the fact that there is a sense of panic and desperation in the quarters behind all these futile efforts. As much as they were vilifying Eritrea, they were protecting their client state of Ethiopia from all sorts of scrutiny despite its myriad transgressions of international law. Eventually, those protective walls laid to protect the Woyane regime have been showing some cracks. The last G20 meeting, for instance, where they typically use such important conferences and venues to introduce or promote their “Lion of East Africa” coincided with the Genocide Watch sending a letter to the UN Commissioner for Human Rights to initiate an investigation about the crimes committed by his regime. What happened to the unmitigated protection and support that has been around the Melles regime for the last ten years? By contrast, though not to be overstated, the recent visit by the British Conservative Party delegation headed by Mr. Andrew Michel, who is the Party's head of development cooperation, signals the starting of a new approach towards Eritrea. The objective behind the new approach is a matter of speculation, but their interest indicates that those power centers that have encapsulated the core supporters of the Melles regime are at least weighing their options. So it is not strange to see panicking “ambassadors” or “journalists” crawling out of the woodworks making strange statements and comments.

As the article by Damien McElroy of the Daily Telegraph shows, these demons of wars and destruction are left with no options except to push on with their false alarms that have substantially lost their allure whether they are painted green, amber or red. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/eritrea/5173129/US-threatens-Eritrea-over-support-for-al-Qaeda-linked-terrorists.html
Their usual ways is setting fear within the power centers and intimidating or trying to intimidate their chosen target nations and governments. As for the GoE only the latter phrase applies-trying to intimidate. To be intimidated by who? However, the facts that such comments not only lack an inkling of truth, but are also incongruous. Not even a token mention of development issues for a journalist supposed to cover a delegation led by the head of development cooperation. Instead, it doesn’t hide how frustrated those behind the article are feeling at this moment. 
There is a stark contrast between the GoE news-report http://www.shabait.com/staging/publish/article_009797.html
on the atmosphere of understanding of the discussions held with  the delegation:

 <<Mr. Andrew Michel on his part commended the President's extensive analytical briefings regarding the Somali issue and said that Britain's understanding as regards Eritrea's stance in the Somali issue was limited and that the delegation members would work cautiously in the future.>> 
and the Damien McElroy of the Daily Telegraph report which not only tries to echo the false association of Eritrea with terrorism but also disseminates inflammatory information designed to  obstruct a renewed  relationship with the Obama Administration.. 
<<The US has warned Eritrea it risks American military action for its support for a Somalian terrorist group linked to a plot to attack President Barack Obama. >>

On this regard, the sources of the wild and false reports by Damien McElroy only point to those in Britain who had been pushing for the unconditional support of their client state. While they feel undeterred  to attack and demonize Eritrea, those who defend it never stop following distinctively  the distinguished “gentlemen of principle”, such as the British politicians like Lord Treisman, who are reported [image: image5.jpg]


to have advised the Woyanes on the deceptive ploy of rejecting the legally binding verdict with the one liner “ We accept the Verdict in principle.”  
In this desperate time, well for those who have been creating conditions that pushed peoples to a point of desperation, there is no shortage of acts and thoughts that reflect their desperate state of mind. What else can one think of the fabrication of the most preposterous news-item regarding our region which reads that BOTH Iran and Israel have established military bases in Eritrea.
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article6122337.ece
The deceptive line “Israel has bases in the Dahlak Islands” has been a worn out cliché mainly disseminated through the main stream media to create a wedge between Eritrea and the Arab world; now when Iran is also inserted into that equation, the only plausible reason behind this could not be other than desperate move to confuse the Western public and politicians along with that of the Arab world. 
Well, what else can one think of? If not, the only other possibility is to assume that “tiny” Eritrea has a sub-continental size that stretches between the Oceans so that, in the present state of international politics, Iran could establish bases in on side while Israel does on the other side.  When the Woyanes tell lies, it is an accepted fact that they have no qualms of whether it is plausible or not; however, when agencies that run and control sophisticated propaganda campaigns come up with such statements it only shows that they are in a state of desperation. The power of TRUTH as embodied in the Eritrean struggle for independence, in the true sense of the word, along with other peoples struggles has started to finally lay bare the forces of domination and exploitation. 

Awet nHafash!

Haileab Luul Tesfai

Toronto

PAGE  
7

